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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD)
in 2013 undertook to support renewable energy
projects through a joint initiative with the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).
Through that facility, the fund has dispensed
AED 1,285 billion (USD 350 million) over the course
of seven cycles. In the first six cycles, ADFD has
dedicated AED 900 million (USD 245 million) to
fund 24 projects, benefitting 23 countries spanning
different continents worldwide.

IRENA evaluates submissions based on standards
and criteria applied by a committee of experts
and advisors, who submit a list of recommended
projects for ADFD management approval.

Projects funded through the IRENA/ADFD Project
Facility are now producing about 157 megawatts
of renewable power, benefiting more than one
million people and ensuring affordable energy
access for low-income communities. These projects
strengthen sustainable development in beneficiary
countries, especially by improving the quality of
health and education services and stimulating local
economic development. They also help to reduce
environmentally harmful carbon-dioxide emissions.

Of the 24 selected projects, 18 have advanced
through several stages of implementation, as
set by ADFD funding procedures. Eight of these
reached the construction/installation stage in 2019,
four of which were commissioned in 2019 and are
generating power. This report reviews the progress
of implementation of the 18 advancing projects and
highlights their expected development impacts, as
reported by project proponents.

From the first cycle, the first site of the solar
photovoltaic (PV) mini-grids project in Mali was
completed in 2019, with the second scheduled for
completion by the end of January 2020. A small-
scale waste-to-energy project started generating
power for one of the islands in the Maldives.
Construction is also progressing for a grid-
connected solar PV project in Sierra Leone and a
wind power project in Mauritania.

The second cycle features a small hydropower
project in Argentina, which remained at the
tendering stage in 2019; a solar PV project in Cuba
that was commissioned in 2019; and a geothermal
energy project in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
for which civil works are underway.

The third cycle includes a hybrid wind-solar
PV project in Antigua and Barbuda, which is
continuing with construction; a solar PV project
in Burkina Faso, for which the loan agreement is
being ratified; and a solar PV mini-grid project
in Senegal that has reached the consultant/
contractor procurement stage.

Four projects in the fourth cycle are ongoing.
These include two solar PV initiatives in Niger and
the Marshall Islands - for which loan agreements
have been drafted and are now being negotiated,;
a solar PV project in the Seychelles that was
completed in 2019; and a hydropower project
in the Solomon Islands that is expected to start
construction in 2020.

A fifth cycle project in Mauritius completed its
pilot phase involving 1000 solar PV installations.
Procurement of contractors to install the additional
10 000 kits is underway.

ADFD and IRENA conducted onsite appraisals for
two of the three projects selected in the sixth cycle
in 2019 and both advanced to the loan agreement
processing stage. The onsite appraisal of the third
project is planned for 2020.

The selection process for the seventh cycle is
now complete; the results will be announced
in January 2020 during the tenth session of the
IRENA General Assembly.

Through this partnership, IRENA and ADFD
continue to contribute to the attainment of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted
by the United Nations for 2030 through directly
facilitating the deployment of renewable energy
in developing countries worldwide.!

' Adopted unanimously at United Nations General Assembly
(A/RES/70/1), 25 September 2015.
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PROGRESS OF PROJECTS SUPPORTED THROUGH THE IRENA/ADFD PROJECT FACILITY
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