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air pollution. Some countries, such as Mexico and 
Peru, have longstanding cookstove programmes, 
while in Central America several countries are de-
veloping such programmes. Looking ahead, more 
attention can be given to improved cookstoves 
as a simple, low-cost solution while taking into 
consideration fuel-switching policies to promote 
more efficient fuels. 

Rapid cost reductions, maturing technologies 
and more advanced markets, as well as the rapid 

evolution of policies, present a unique opportuni-
ty for Latin America to accelerate the uptake of 
all uses of renewables. High shares of renewables 
are already seen in the power, heating and trans-
port sectors, and the transformative potential of 
new technologies is increasingly recognised. Lat-
in America has begun, therefore, to rethink its 
energy mix. The opportunity is at hand to boost 
energy security, fuel economic growth in a sus-
tainable manner, and drive economic develop-
ment for future generations.
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