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Consenting Processes for Ocean Energy

OBJECTIVES and ACHIEVEMENTS:

➢ Provide a holistic picture of the situation in each OES

member country

➢ Particular emphasis on investigating the main barriers

associated with permitting and licensing with a view to

advising regulators and decision-makers

➢ Developers were given the opportunity to provide their

views and insights on barriers

➢ Particular attention to Marine Spatial Planning and how this

is influencing consenting processes

➢ 10 Key Recommendations

→ OPERATING AGENT: WavEC (Portugal)



→ OPERATING AGENT: DOE (USA)

Environmental Issues
Making existing information available and accessible



Ocean Energy Policies

→ OPERATING AGENT: SEAI (Ireland)

x

NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR OCEAN ENERGY

➢ Depending on their TRL, developers might benefit from

differentiated incentive programs and market pull options



Stage Gate Metrics on Ocean Energy

→ OPERATING AGENT: European Commission

OBJECTIVES:

Ongoing need to develop a process for defining

appropriate and rigorous metrics for measuring

success in a number of critical target areas of ocean

energy technology development.

To build clarity, information and understanding to

support the definition of a fully defined set of metrics

and success thresholds.

To establish a common international stage gate

metrics framework to be used by technology

developers, investors and funders.

BENEFITS

Internationally accepted approach

Ability to measure 
technology 

development 
progress

Methodology to 
assist in the 

management of 
competitive calls 

Approach for 
ensuring appropriate 
allocation of funding

To aid in building 
technology 

confidence in 
investors

Ability to make cross 
technology funding 

comparisons

Decision making 
assistance for private 

and public funders



ANALYSIS performed in:



→ OPERATING AGENT: The University of Edinburgh (UK) 

International Levelised Cost of Energy 
for Ocean Energy Technologies

ACHIEVEMENTS
Through investigation of LCOE for wave, tidal and 
OTEC technologies; consistent methodology 
applied
Cost reduction trajectories on an international 
level 

Industry consultation - development of revised 
cost models

High costs intrinsic to the early stage 
development of technology

Cost reduction trends: clear trajectory towards a 
more affordable LCOE

Costs in the long-term are expected to decrease 
from the first commercial project level as 
experience is gained with deployment 
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