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Policy goals affected by 
cheap battery storage

• Access to reliable and sustainable electricity

• High shares of volatile renewable energy

• Sustainable mobility

• Sustainable economic development

• Technology leadership



Policy implications 
for the electricity sector

• RMI 2014: Avoid grid defection through proactive 
regulation

• Carbon Trust 2016: Align incentives and remove barriers, 
monetize system benefits, reduce policy uncertainty, 
engage broad stakeholder in adapting market structures, 
define standards for performance and operation of 
storage

• ACORE 2016: A variety of ESS rises „behind the meter“ 
(backup power, demand shifting/charge management, 
solar self‐consumption, fast-charging of EVs) -> aggregate 
to provide additional value as capacity or grid resources

-> Grid regulators need to (re-)act now!



Source: Rocky Mountain Institute



Policy implications 
for the transport sector

• McKinsey 2017: Automobile consumer demand is shifting in 
favour of e-mobility, key technologies improve faster than 
anticipated -> accelerate investment in charging infrastructure at 
national, regional, and city levels

• TonySeba 2016: Disruption of the automobile market before 2030 
-> avoid stranded investments in traditional car technologies

• Shift in transport paradigm towards driverless, shared e-mobility 
has strong implications on the labour market, traffic rules, 
consumer behaviour and mobility patterns 

-> Transport policy makers need to (re-)act now!









Cross-cutting policy implications

• Attract investment in battery production and new 
products and services

• Remove barriers and hurdles for the private sector to 
engage in new business plans around battery storage

• Ensure transparency through national reporting 
requirements on energy storage services and devices

• Agree on common reporting guidelines for energy storage 
services and technologies at international level (e.g. 
IRENA)

The race for new opportunities around ESS has already started.



Source: http://www.visualcapitalist.com/china-leading-charge-lithium-ion-megafactories/
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