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‚Fossil Fuel based industrialisation‘
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EEG (ERNEUERBARE ENERGIEN GESETZ )

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES ACT

• Came into force on 1st April 2000

Key points:

• Promotion and market launch of future-
compliant technologies

• Guaranteed rates for renewable energy 
technologies (for 20 years)

• Grid operators are obliged to purchase the 
electricity and feed into their grids

• Costs incurred by feed-in tariffs are borne 
by the consumers through the electricity 
price

•

Source: csr–news.net
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Source: BSW

Cost reduction of Solar PV in Germany 

(roof mounted up to 100 KW)
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• 132 Regions

• ~ 100.00 km² (28,6%)

• almost 20 million inhabitants 

(24,2%)
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Source: Peter Moser, Kassel
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New recent opinion polls in Germany:

•Some 84% of Germany‘s publication favours 100% renewable energy

•83% say, that the costs and the profits should be equally distributed 

• 55% say, politics should give the people priority over the interests of the big 

energy companies

• Almost every third would ‚most likely‘ like to invest him/herself
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Participation triggers acceptence, acceptence triggers 

investments
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• Climate and Energy Model Regions are key instruments to reach the 

Austrian Government’s target of becoming energy self-sufficient by 2050. 

• Over the course of a year, the amount of renewable energy produced 

shall equal the annual energy consumption. A large network of well-

established, interlinked and coordinated model  regions is a suitable 

approach for this target.
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Social acceptance for renewable energy in developing countries
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Ansgar Kiene

Africa REFiT Policy Handbook briefing

24 October 2013

Enabling Environment

• Community acceptance in rural areas relates to safety-, health-, 

gender- and cultural aspects

• New electricity-market are -politically- easier to build up than a 

market transformation
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Creating an enabling environment for RE in 

Africa:

•Simplify the administrative process

•Resolve land Issues

•Provide access to finance

•Raise awareness, build technical capacity

•Consider infrastructure, e.g. roads

•Prepare detailed information on RE resources, 

e.g. wind and solar atlases

•Ensure human capacity at authorities – sufficient 

knowledgeable staff
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Message 1: When pursuing the question of social acceptance 

of renewable energy the current characteristics of the existing 

energy markets must not be ignored 

Message 2: Social acceptance of renewable energy does not 

have to be artificially created. It‘s there and it can be converted 

into community acceptance through early involvement and 

participation.

Message 3: the key factor of increasing social acceptance 

eventually is the question of costs for the people

Message 4: community acceptance is also increasingly 

becoming a question of distributional justice
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THE FUTURE IS 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY
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