
7-‐9	  OCT	  2013
WORKSHOP	  ON	  SOCIAL	  ACCEPTANCE	  OF	  RENEWABLE	  ENERGY

INTERNATIONAL	  RENEWABLE	  ENERGY	  AGENCY
	  

Japan	  Renewable	  Energy	  FoundaIon

Social	  Acceptance	  of	  Renewables
debunking	  myth	  in	  Japanese	  context



BEFORE	  FUKUSHIMA-‐	  a	  campaign	  for	  “3E”
	  renewables	  
-‐	  it	  may	  be	  good	  for	  environment,	  but	  unstable,	  expensive	  and	  even	  harmful	  some9mes

	  coal
-‐	  it	  may	  be	  bad	  for	  environment,	  but	  stable	  and	  affordable

	  nuclear	  power	  
-‐	  energy	  which	  could	  full-‐fill	  the	  energy	  security,	  economy	  and	  environment

AFTER	  FUKUSHIMA-‐	  a	  campaign	  for	  “3E+S”
	  renewables	  
-‐	  it	  may	  be	  good	  for	  environment,	  but	  unstable,	  expensive	  and	  even	  harmful	  some9mes

	  coal
-‐	  it	  may	  be	  bad	  for	  environment,	  but	  stable	  and	  affordable

	  nuclear	  power	  
-‐	  it	  could	  be	  fatal	  to	  environment,	  but	  s9ll	  could	  full-‐fill	  requirements	  of	  climate	  change,	  ,	  

energy	  security	  and	  economy	  
2

debunking	  myths	  in	  Japanese	  context
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German FiT is a big failure- “a big gimmick” of renewables
a lesson needs to be learnt from German policy revise

“all the profits of industry will be brow-out”



example:	  misunderstandings	  of	  technology

thousands forest could be destroyed by a “moment”
we are against geothermal

promoted by hot spring industries
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example:	  disinformaIon	  campaign	  for	  RE

An inconvenient truth of 
wind power

“an environmentally friendly power without emissions” is 
adding CO2, causing health hazards 

and totally relying on subsidies...

Stop! 
Wind Power

Giant wind turbines destroy environment
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Japan	  Business	  
FederaIon
(KEIDANREN)

The	  Japan	  Chamber	  
of	  Commerce	  and	  
Industry

Consumers	  
Alliance	  Japan
(SHODANREN)

	  Japanese	  
Consumers'	  
CooperaIve	  
Union

Nuclear	  
Power

◎
urges	  the	  government	  to	  advocate	  
the	  importance	  of	  nuclear	  power

◎
urges	  the	  government	  to	  advocate	  
the	  importance	  of	  nuclear	  power

× ×

Renewables
×

claims	  RE	  are	  inefficient	  and	  
unstable.	  requires	  revision	  or	  

abolishment	  of	  FIT

△
appeals	  anxiety	  for	  a	  surcharge

◎
appeals	  that	  consumer	  are	  not	  

claiming	  about	  surcharge

○

Electric	  
System	  
Reform

×
appeals	  anxiety	  of	  a	  raise	  of	  

electricity	  prices

△
requires	  restraining	  raise	  of	  

electricity	  prices

◎ ◎
requests	  consumers’	  choices	  

for	  power	  companies

Climate	  
Change

×
requires	  revision	  of	  the	  target;	  25%	  

reduc9on	  of	  CO2
claims	  it	  should	  be	  oluntary	  efforts

×
requires	  revision	  of	  the	  target;	  25%	  

reduc9on	  of	  CO2

○ 	 
requires	  explana9on	  of	  burden	  

to	  consumer

◎	  
requests	  strongest	  efforts	  

reacIons	  from	  industries	  and	  consumers
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to	  debunk	  the	  myth	  and	  disinformaIon	  

1.	  Focusing	  on	  efficient	  disseminaIon;

•	  regular	  monthly	  study	  mee9ngs	  with	  media;
•	  frequent	  study	  mee9ngs	  with	  each	  poli9cal	  party;
•	  9me	  to	  9me	  workshop	  mee9ngs	  with	  gov	  commi\ee	  

members

Topics;	  FiT,	  grid	  connec9on,	  electricity	  system	  reform,	  
cost	  of	  decommissioning,	  cost	  of	  renewables,	  global	  trends	  
of	  RE,	  new	  German	  policies,	  etc.	  

	  



to	  debunk	  the	  myth	  and	  disinformaIon

2.	  providing	  “real”	  on	  renewables;

newly	  published	  one	  coin	  booklet

“Renewable	  Energy	  Q&A”

Q1.	  What	  is	  renewable	  energy?
Q2.	  Renewables	  are	  expensive,	  aren’t	  they?
Q3.	  It’s	  unstable,	  relied	  on	  weather,	  isn’t	  it?
Q4.	  Is	  there	  no	  environment	  impact	  or	  health	  effect?
Q5.	  I’ve	  learnt	  that	  elec	  bill	  in	  Germany	  is	  expensive.
Q6.	  It	  might	  be	  difficult	  to	  be	  a	  key	  energy	  resource.
Q7.	  Is	  it	  profitable?
Q8.	  How	  will	  the	  society	  change?	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  with	  prominent	  key	  experts	  as	  writers.
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to	  debunk	  the	  myth	  and	  disinformaIon

4.	  providing	  “real	  informaIon”	  
RE	  staIsIcs	  in	  Japan:	  gathering	  latest	  figures	  of	  development	  of	  renewables	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  facts	  should	  be	  visible!
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to	  debunk	  the	  myth	  and	  disinformaIon

5.	  internaIonal	  experts’	  network
innovaIon	  network:	  established	  in	  2012	  to	  facilitate	  the	  exchange	  of	  informa9on	  
and	  proposals	  geared	  toward	  the	  evolu9on	  of	  Japan	  and	  the	  world	  into	  a	  sustainable	  society.	  	  
around	  50	  global	  experts	  joined	  network	  and	  started	  discussions.
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to	  debunk	  the	  myth	  and	  disinformaIon

6.	  internaIonal	  experts’	  network
REvision	  Conference,	  seminars,	  workshops	  :	  started	  in	  2011,	  JREF	  
holds	  annual	  interna9onal	  conference,	  invi9ng	  experts	  around	  the	  world	  to	  deliver	  the	  latest	  
discussion	  of	  renewables	  and	  energy	  policies.	  	  target	  could	  be	  public,	  MPs,	  ministries	  and	  
experts.	  	  audience	  is	  more	  than	  600	  hundreds,	  live	  webcast	  is	  available.

since	  2012,	  we	  hold	  the	  conference	  in	  front	  of	  METI.....
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Debunking	  the	  Renewables	  “DisinformaIon	  Campaign”

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  by	  Amory	  B.	  Lovins

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chief	  Scien9st,	  RMI

..........The	  sad	  truth	  is	  that	  the	  debate	  on	  clean	  and	  renewable	  energy	  is	  unbalanced,	  and	  
seldom	  by	  accident.	  .......

......	  And	  when	  bad	  news	  does	  happen,	  says	  ACORE	  president	  and	  re9red	  U.S.	  Navy	  Vice	  
Admiral	  Dennis	  McGinn,	  opponents	  of	  renewables	  are	  pushing	  it	  “as	  if	  it’s	  the	  only	  news.	  
They	  are	  domina9ng	  the	  conversa9on	  through	  misrepresenta9on,	  exaggera9on,	  distrac9on,	  
and	  millions	  of	  dollars	  in	  lobbying	  and	  adver9sing.”

This	  misleading	  coverage	  fuels	  policy	  uncertainty	  and	  doubt,	  reducing	  investment	  security	  
and	  industry	  development.	  Disinforma9on	  hurts	  the	  industry	  and	  retards	  its—and	  our	  
na9on’s—progress.	  As	  Germany	  has	  shown,	  inves9ng	  in	  renewables	  can	  grow	  economies	  and	  
create	  jobs	  while	  cupng	  greenhouse	  gas	  emissions	  even	  in	  a	  climate	  as	  “sunny”	  as	  Sea\le.	  
We	  just	  have	  to	  get	  the	  facts	  right,	  and	  insist	  that	  our	  reporters	  and	  media	  tell	  us	  the	  truth,	  
the	  whole	  truth,	  and	  nothing	  but	  the	  truth.
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disinformaIon	  of	  renewables	  by	  the	  government

h\p://blog.rmi.org/blog_2013_07_31_debunking_renewables_disinforma9on_campaign



thank	  you	  for	  your	  alenIon

CONTACT:	  	  
Mika	  Ohbayashi,	  Tatsuya	  Wakeyama
Japan	  Renewable	  Energy	  Founda9on

e-‐mail:	  m.ohbayashi	  AT	  jref.or.jp,	  t.	  wakeyama	  AT	  jref.or.jp
address:	  2-‐18-‐3,	  Higashi-‐Shimbashi,	  Minato-‐Ku,	  Tokyo	  105-‐0021,	  JAPAN


