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Report of the fifth meeting of the Council
of the International Renewable Energy Agency

1. The fifth meeting of the Council of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) was held in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, on 24 and 25 June 2013. The meeting was attended by all 21 Council
members: Cameroon, Egypt, Germany, Grenada, Iraq, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Mozambique, New
Zealand, Niger, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Sudan, Sweden, Tonga, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates,
the United Kingdom, the United States of America and Uruguay; as well as the four alternates: Australia,
Fiji, France and Greece. Also in attendance were 60 other IRENA Members and observers.

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting
2. The Chair of the fourth meeting of the Council of IRENA, Mr. Thani Al Zeyoudi of the United Arab
Emirates, opened the meeting on Monday, 24 June 2013.

Agenda Item 2: Organisation of work
(a) Election of officials
3. The Council elected by acclamation Germany, represented by Mr. Karsten Sach, as Chair, and
Uruguay, represented by Mr. Ramón Méndez, as Vice-Chair of the fifth meeting of the Council. The
Chair, Mr. Karsten Sach, assumed the chairmanship of the Council.
4. The Chair appointed Egypt as Rapporteur of the fifth meeting of the Council.

(b) Adoption of the agenda (C/5/1; C/5/1/Add.1)
5. The Council considered the provisional agenda for its fifth meeting.
6. The Council adopted the agenda for its fifth meeting.

Agenda Item 3: Progress report: Implementation of the 2013 Work Programme (C/5/CRP/5;
C/5/CRP/6)
7. IRENA’s Director-General, Mr. Adnan Z. Amin, welcomed the delegations in attendance and reflected
that the Agency has reached a level of organisational maturity that would allow for Council discussion to
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focus on the substance of renewable energy issues and the programmatic aspects of IRENA’s work. He
drew attention to the fact that this meeting of the Council included not only Council members and alternates,
but a total of 85 countries with approximately 250 participants, including four delegations at the ministerial
level. He underscored that the Agency’s rapid growth is continuing, with a total of 115 Members, 45
additional countries in the process of ratification or accession, and a number of other countries including
China that recently applied for IRENA membership.
8. He remarked that the 2013 Work Programme has allowed for an increasingly substantive focus, with
emphasis on the three cross-cutting functions identified by the Medium-term Strategy for developing
IRENA as a centre of excellence, as a renewable energy advisory resource for countries and as a global hub
for renewable energy. He reported that the programmatic implementation rate is increasing, with close to
full performance expected by the end of the year.
9. The Director-General then highlighted IRENA’s engagement with countries by noting the wide
geographical coverage of the Agency’s work in its first two and a half years of existence. He observed that
worldwide commitment to renewable energy remains strong, despite global economic difficulties. In this
respect, he provided details of his participation in the launch of the ‘Renewables Club’ initiated by Minister
Peter Altmeier of Germany, which brought together 10 countries that accounted for 70 percent of renewable
energy investment in 2012.
10. The Director-General then provided details of some of the Agency’s regional involvement, mentioning
as examples the ongoing plans for a Clean Energy Corridor in Africa, increasing engagement with Latin
America and the Caribbean, plans for the upcoming Southeast European Conference in Montenegro and
continued initiatives with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Middle East North Africa (MENA)
countries. He emphasised the key role that Members play in the development of future IRENA
engagements.
11. The Director-General provided updated information on some of IRENA’s main projects such as the
Global Atlas for renewable energy potentials (Global Atlas); the IRENA Renewable Energy Learning
Partnership (IRELP), a global initiative which aims to increase awareness and accessibility of renewable
energy education opportunities and resources; and the REMAP 2030 initiative to create a roadmap for
doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix by 2030. He also highlighted the IRENA
Renewable Costing Alliance, which will create a framework for providing definitive information on the
actual cost of renewable energy uptake, and explained IRENA’s engagement with the private sector in this
regard. He noted that IRENA is also engaging with the private sector on a number of other relevant topics
such as financing.
12. Furthermore, he noted that IRENA’s Renewables Readiness Assessment (RRA) process continues to
generate high levels of attention and interest from countries, and that the RRA is not only becoming a
mechanism for facilitating renewables uptake but also a means of initiating collaboration among countries
and potential development partners. He mentioned that additional voluntary contributions from Members
would support continued growth of this activity in additional locations.
13. The Director-General introduced some of the Agency’s programmatic activities which would be
elaborated in presentations during this two-day meeting of the Council, including the Global Renewable
Energy Islands Network (GREIN). He explained how GREIN’s work within interest clusters is moving
forward, and in this context referred to the recent meetings of Pacific Leaders in both Tonga and New
Zealand. He also highlighted IRENA’s initial examination of renewable energy possibilities in refugee

3

Council Report, 24 – 25 June 2013

C/5/SR/1

camps, as well as a project to examine the intersection between food security and renewable energy focusing
on food drying, and he noted the work being undertaken by interested Members in developing ideas on the
water-energy-land nexus. He reiterated that IRENA has been designated as the hub for renewable energy
within the Sustainable Energy for All Initiative (SE4ALL), and expressed thanks for Members’ strong
support for IRENA in this role.
14. The Director-General highlighted the need to strengthen communications to enhance the visibility of
the Agency’s activities as well as the global recognition of the role of renewable energy. He pointed to
IRENA’s institutional publication as a mechanism for developing the Agency’s voice. He closed by
encouraging Member feedback on the progress of the implementation of the 2013 Work Programme.
15. The Chair of the Programme and Strategy Committee (PSC), Mr. Nick Clements of the United
Kingdom, reported on the Committee meeting which took place the day before the Council, and referred
delegations to document C/5/CRP/6 for a full account of the meeting. He noted that the PSC welcomed the
progress made by IRENA since its establishment and the increasing number of activities directly related to
addressing country needs. The PSC also emphasised the importance of IRENA’s effective engagement with
partners, to ensure maximum value-added and to avoid duplication of efforts, as well as of enhanced
communication and outreach to Members in order for them to be fully engaged in IRENA’s work.
16. In the discussion that followed, many delegations congratulated IRENA on its rapid growth and the
substantive progress made on the 2013 Work Programme. One delegation noted with appreciation that its
work with the Secretariat since the last Assembly had moved from governance issues to substantive
projects, and encouraged the Agency to maintain its bottom-up approach to working with Members. One
delegation intervened in support of IRENA’s multi-faceted approach to renewable energy issues, at the
analytical, policy and advisory levels, from the perspective of different economies. One delegation stressed
the importance of assuring that the projects IRENA undertakes have real substance and are practical,
especially in light of budget constraints. One delegation noted the need to assess the impact of IRENA’s
work. Other delegations complimented IRENA’s increasing regional involvement, particularly in GCC
countries, Asia, the Pacific region, and Africa.
17. A few delegations also emphasised the importance of enhanced communications and outreach for the
Agency’s work, in order to allow for more sharing of expertise, and which would enable the Secretariat to
share key information with the membership. One of these delegations added that the timeliness of
communication is also important, to allow sufficient notice for countries to plan their budgets and
participation in IRENA events.
18. Delegations also commended the Agency’s efforts on specific projects, including the Global Atlas,
GREIN, capacity building, economic value creation (EconValue), REMAP 2030, and the progress to date
on costing. One delegation expressed its readiness to sign the Global Atlas, and another encouraged all
Members to contribute data to the project. Another delegation suggested that more resources be devoted to
research, especially studies pertaining to developing countries and off-grid areas, while another requested
IRENA to provide assistance on markets and financing. Another delegation requested that IRENA further
investigate ways to harness wave energy, and another stressed the importance of geothermal energy
projects. Several delegations expressed appreciation for RRAs that have been completed or that are
currently in progress, as a means toward energy improvements in countries with limited access to
conventional energy, especially in rural areas. One delegation emphasised the importance of broad Member
participation in the Agency’s flagship programmes.
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19. A number of delegations commented on the need for meaningful partnerships to coordinate efforts in
promoting renewable energy, to share best practices and data, to create synergies, to avoid duplication of
effort and to develop policy frameworks. Two delegations encouraged IRENA’s cooperation with the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the Clean Energy Solutions Center, particularly on
policy challenges. Several delegations made requests that IRENA facilitate collaboration and informationsharing among the membership. One delegation requested advice on how to fully utilise wind and
geothermal energy potentials. Another delegation supported the creation of a database for sharing
information related to island energy, specifically with regard to developing financial mechanisms for
attracting private sector investment in renewable energy. One delegation referred to its capacity building
work in Africa, and invited IRENA to continue to be part of the effort.
20. One delegation reported that it was in the process of ratifying the Agreement on Privileges and
Immunities, and encouraged other countries to do the same.
21. One delegation highlighted the need to ensure the sustainability of the Fund for Developing Country
Representatives (FDCR) to support full participation at future governing body meetings.
22. With regard to IRENA’s budget, one delegation proposed that links between programmatic activities
and expenditures be shown, and remarked that the future work programme would need to balance
programmatic demands with the budget. Delegations encouraged countries to further strengthen IRENA’s
work by making additional voluntary contributions.
23. In response, the Director-General thanked delegations for their support. He stressed the importance of
communications, which would be part of a programmatic discussion later in the Council, and noted that
IRENA had received funding from the Agency’s host country for a special ‘Voice of Renewables’ media
campaign, which would assist in developing the communications of the Agency. He also noted that RRAs
had become powerful tools for informing countries’ energy plans and strategies, and that there were
ongoing discussions about the possibility of regional RRAs as the demand for country RRAs continues to
rise exponentially. He underscored the importance of Privileges and Immunities for operating in an
international setting, and noted that, as general practice, international organisations benefit from privileges
and immunities in order to be able to carry out their functions.
24. The Council took note with appreciation of the Director-General’s update on the implementation
of the Work Programme and Budget for 2013.

Agenda Item 4: Preliminary Framework for the Work Programme and Budget 2014-2015 (C/5/2;
C/5/CRP/6)
25. The Director-General opened the discussion by underscoring that this is a transformational period for
IRENA because 2013 marks the first year of moving beyond institutional and foundational issues, and of
focusing on the substantive and programmatic agenda—building partnerships, refining initiatives, assessing
new areas of opportunity and building on past successes.
26. He remarked that in developing the Framework for the biennial Work Programme, IRENA considered
how to best build upon work to date, and how to ensure the complementarity of work between different
divisions, to maximise the impact and benefits for Members, within the perimeters of the Medium-term
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Strategy. He described three themes to guide the selection and implementation of IRENA’s programmatic
activities in the coming years: integration, transformation, and enabling growth. Activities will be directed
at catalysing common action to accelerate renewable energy deployment, in collaboration with partners and
based on country-defined needs, national and regional institutions and operations, policy and regulatory
frameworks and technology solutions. IRENA will look at innovative policy frameworks, financing
instruments for both public and private institutions, methods of employment generation, market access and
risk reduction for renewables investment. IRENA will investigate how to drive initiatives that can stimulate
development not only in the renewable energy sector, but also through investments in renewable energy
that will feed into other facets of local, national and regional economies.
27. The Director-General noted that the Framework contains a more detailed account of planned activities,
and that he would highlight an illustrative few, for each of IRENA’s three programmatic divisions: the
Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre (KPFC); the IRENA Innovation and Technology Centre (IITC);
and Country Support and Partnerships (CSP).
28. Under the Framework, KPFC would strengthen its knowledge work on information collection and
analysis, as well as the ways that knowledge is made available to Members and other audiences. This would
include the establishment of the ‘Knowledge Gateway’ – a single point of entry to IRENA’s substantive
work. KPFC would also address topical issues such as the structure of energy sector ownership, carbonbased economies’ transitions toward renewable energy, and de-risking renewable energy finance. It would
also build upon the success of the International Off-grid Renewable Energy Conference (IOREC) to
advance the work on rural energy.
29. IITC would broaden its work on REMAP 2030 to integrate the socio-economic impact of accelerating
renewable energy deployment and to stimulate action at the country and regional levels in cooperation with
a wide range of partners. Based on the feedback received from countries, it would focus on grids and
storage, among others, including by providing technical assistance when requested. It would update the
existing, and introduce new costing studies.
30. CSP would continue supporting countries by undertaking activities such as Renewables Readiness
Assessments (RRAs). It would seek to provide practical applications for the analytical work undertaken by
KPFC and IITC through post-RRA modules and advisory services. The regional focus would be expanded
to include other regions. It will also provide capacity-building services based on the requests received from
countries and driven by the work undertaken by KPFC and IITC.
31. The Director-General noted that, in the coming biennium, the programmatic workload would be
broadened—particularly in Latin America, the Caribbean and Asia—and that communications and outreach
functions would be strengthened to reflect and promote this work. The Director-General closed by
emphasising that the proposed Framework highlights key components of IRENA’s activities, refines the
programme of work based on experience gained in the previous years and Members’ input and feedback,
and positions the Agency well for the evolution of the organisation.
32. The Chair of the Programme and Strategy Committee (PSC) reported on the Committee discussions
related to the Framework, and referred delegations to document C/5/CRP/6 for a full account of the meeting
and comments specifically directed at the three programmatic divisions. He noted that in general the PSC
welcomed collaboration with regions and encouraged the geographical expansion of regional and subregional work to provide tailor-made support and solutions for countries, including renewable energy status
reports and regional seminars in cooperation with regional organisations. He also reported that PSC
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supported IRENA’s continued engagement with stakeholders and partners to ensure synergy and
complementarity with other activities. PSC also encouraged IRENA to propose activities that countries
could support with additional voluntary contributions and to continue to engage in activities that link the
use of renewables to broader development goals.
33. In the discussion that followed, many delegations supported the proposed Framework as a positive
continuation of the previous two years and of the clear structure and focus it provides to the Agency’s
upcoming programmatic activities. One delegation emphasised that this is a foundational time for the
Agency, and stressed the importance of the flagship activities upon which IRENA would build its global
reputation.
34. Several delegations encouraged IRENA’s plans for regional, sub-regional, and inter-regional linkages,
especially in Africa, Latin America and on islands, noting that new cooperation models and additional
synergies would be welcome. One delegation supported inter-regional collaboration in which experts could
be shared between regions for communicating experiences and knowledge. Two delegations encouraged
specific cooperation with other intergovernmental organisations, especially those in the United Nations
family, the World Bank and other international financial institutions, and the International Energy Agency
(IEA), as well as with the private sector. Some delegations noted that they were interested in looking into
renewable energy best practices in a systematic way, especially at the international level, so that value
creation could transcend local contexts.
35. A number of delegations welcomed the continuation of IRENA flagship activities, including the Global
Atlas, grids and storage, RRAs, costing studies and the Costing Alliance, REMAP 2030, EconValue and
GREIN. Some noted the importance of cooperation with other organisations and initiatives, including with
SE4ALL. Two delegations welcomed the proposals for new work on GREIN and one delegation suggested
to further strengthen work in Southeast Europe and MENA. Other delegations recommended additional
work on rural energy, including rural electricity initiatives in Latin America, renewable energy in the
transport sector, and active engagement with the private sector on concrete projects, such as PV Legal, to
make use of industry knowledge and involve this sector more actively. One delegation enquired about the
potential for a greater focus on Central Africa.
36. Following a recent regional meeting organised by IRENA in Montevideo, Uruguay, one delegation
introduced proposals for IRENA’s engagement in Latin America that were agreed on in that meeting. These
included suggestions for: 1) initiatives for other renewable energy technologies in addition to current
hydropower projects; 2) studies on technical aspects of renewables technologies including demand-side
management, grid management, operational procedures and forecasting; 3) studies on local content
including job creation, technology transfer and industrial development; 4) the development of a set of
criteria typically required by financial institutions to facilitate access to credit for renewable energy projects
and thus encourage the flow of funds to the region for these projects; 5) capacity-building programmes
tailored to the region; and 6) a regional status report that could be presented at the Latin American Energy
Organization (OLADE) Ministerial Assembly.
37. Some delegations requested sufficient time for Members to consider the draft Work Programme and
Budget for 2014-2015, since they felt that a 30-day timeline would not allow enough time for internal
discussions before the next Council meeting. One delegation noted the importance of looking at ways to
make Members’ comments available to the membership to facilitate inter-sessional communication.
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38. On the topic of the budget, some delegations requested budget figures for the 2014-2015 Work
Programme, while pointing out the importance of prioritising activities and of balancing wishes and
demands with the resources available. Three delegations noted that they strongly support the ongoing work
of IRENA but may not be able to increase their financial contribution in the next two years due to national
fiscal constraints. One delegation noted that specific figures for the activities proposed in the biennial
framework would be needed so that countries could get a better sense of the budget increase they could be
facing. Two delegations noted that they understood the budget constraints that some countries are facing,
but stressed the importance of continuous growth especially considering the nascent stage of IRENA’s
development. They urged countries to increase their support, including through voluntary or in-kind
contributions wherever possible, and stressed that limiting the growth of the budget could also limit the
expansion of activities that are crucial to the Agency as a developing organisation. One delegation indicated
that it would provide a voluntary contribution in the biennium and would discuss with the Secretariat
programmatic priorities for such contribution.
39. The Director-General noted that Members shape the work of the Agency, including by striking a balance
between the level of ambition and resources that could be given for the Agency’s programmatic activities.
He indicated that, bearing in mind the continuation of ongoing activities approved by Members, the recosting of the budget and the membership’s requests for deepened engagement by the Agency, the proposed
Framework is estimated at USD 23-24 million for each year of the biennium.
40. The Chair closed the discussion by noting that the proposed Framework would be elaborated in the
coming months into a full-fledged work programme and budget. He noted that Members would need
additional time for internal discussions and coordination, so he proposed and the Council agreed that 1) the
Secretariat would circulate the draft 2014-2015 Work Programme and Budget by mid-October 2013,
preferably by 10 October 2013; 2) Members would provide comments by the end of October 2013; and 3)
the Secretariat would circulate a revised version of the draft 2014-2015 Work Programme and Budget by
mid-November 2013.
41. The Council took note of the Preliminary Framework of the Work Programme and Budget 20142015 (C/5/2) and requested that the Secretariat take into consideration its feedback and guidance
when elaborating the 2014-2015 draft Work Programme and Budget, to be presented at the sixth
meeting of the Council.

Agenda Item 5: Programmatic discussion I – IRENA as the Global Hub for renewable energy
(C/5/CRP/1/Rev.1)
Renewable energy hub for Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL)
42. The Director-General opened the programmatic discussion by introducing IRENA’s current
engagement in the UN Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for All Initiative (SE4ALL) and its role as
the Initiative’s renewable energy hub. He introduced two of IRENA’s activities that substantively
contribute to the work of SE4ALL: the global roadmap for renewable energy (REMAP 2030) and the
Global Renewable Energy Islands Network (GREIN). The Director-General noted that IRENA’s hub role
facilitates complementarity of effort between SE4ALL stakeholders and IRENA’s programmatic activities,
based on Members’ needs and priorities. He also mentioned that close cooperation with the SE4ALL Global
Facilitation Team and other regional and thematic hubs is critical to achieving broader SE4ALL goals.
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43. A representative of Denmark spoke on the energy efficiency hub of the SE4ALL Initiative, which
Denmark is hosting. He welcomed close cooperation between IRENA and the energy efficiency hub. He
added that the efficiency hub focuses on sharing knowledge and cooperating with other organisations,
including efforts to compile a database on the energy efficiency activities in SE4ALL countries and to
facilitate new investment in energy efficiency improvements.
44. A representative of the African Development Bank (AfDB) presented the SE4ALL regional hub for
Africa, which is hosted by the AfDB in cooperation with the African Union, the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The role of
this hub will be to facilitate the implementation of the Initiative, and to promote information-sharing,
mobilisation of financing, outreach, knowledge management, and monitoring, evaluating, and reporting.
The hub’s guiding principles are African ownership, a light structure and action-oriented activities. He
noted that many IRENA activities, including the Africa Clean Energy Corridor (CEC), are highly relevant
to the Africa hub, and he suggested that IRENA and the AfDB explore the possibility of joint activities.
45. A representative of the World Bank presented the SE4ALL knowledge hub, hosted by the World Bank.
The aim of this hub is to develop the details of the SE4ALL Global Tracking Framework presented in May
2013. He noted that this hub, which will have close linkages to other hubs and country-level partners, would
rely on information feeds by IRENA to track progress on renewables.
46. Delegations affirmed IRENA’s position as the centre for global renewable energy activities and its role
as the renewables hub for SE4ALL. One delegation noted that IRENA’s renewable energy hub role as
described by the Director-General should now be translated into action. One delegation emphasised the
importance of country engagement and the development of effective enabling frameworks at the national
level. Another delegation agreed, adding that the ambitious renewables targets of SE4ALL would require
cooperation at the global and regional levels as well.
47. Delegations welcomed a more concrete plan on the related resource implications for IRENA’s activities,
and highlighted the need to continue to cooperate with the other SE4ALL hubs and organisations working
on this Initiative in order to avoid duplication of work and to maximise possible synergies.
48. The Director-General thanked delegations for their support and stressed the need for coordination with
relevant partners within the Initiative and with different hubs to develop methodology and synergies, and
that the presence of some of those parties at the Council meeting showed this commitment. He informed
the Council that discussions would continue with Austria and with SE4ALL’s Global Facilitation Team
regarding potential co-location of an IRENA office in Vienna, which would mean that IRENA’s presence
in Austria would not have an impact on the Agency’s core budget.

REMAP 2030
49. The Director of IRENA’s Innovation and Technology Centre (IITC) presented IRENA’s progress on
its global roadmap for renewable energy – REMAP 2030. Through REMAP 2030, IRENA is demonstrating
possible pathways and priority actions for meeting the aspirational target articulated in the Sustainable
Energy for All Initiative (SE4ALL) of doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix by
2030. He pointed out that REMAP 2030 is being developed through nationally-nominated REMAP experts
and thanked the countries that have already assigned REMAP experts. He highlighted the results of the
technical REMAP report, published in January 2013, as well as the progress made with the 25 country and
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the end-use sector analyses. He concluded by noting that the launch of the global roadmap would be targeted
for the next IRENA Assembly in January 2014.
50. A representative of Japan, invited to speak on the subject, explained the ways in which his country’s
engagement in REMAP 2030 is already assisting in its consideration of new options for renewables within
the country, including the introduction of a feed-in tariff, resources allocated to wind power production and
domestic geothermal development. He noted that REMAP 2030 could assist in addressing the technical
aspects of renewable energy and other critical elements such as cost implications, investment opportunities,
country-specific situations and end-use opportunities. The delegation noted that IRENA should continue its
collaboration with regional partners, including regional financial institutions, for REMAP 2030.
51. A representative of Germany, invited to speak on the subject, mentioned that REMAP 2030 would be
an important instrument for national debate and sectoral recommendations, specifically for analysis of
renewable energy in cities, in the manufacturing sector, and for experience and best practice comparisons
by region. The delegation expressed the expectation that REMAP 2030 would also serve as an instrument
to guide the international debate on renewables, specifically with global actions, concrete recommendations
and specific tools to further elaborate the spread of renewable energy, including visual tools.
52. Speakers from the World Bank and the African Development Bank pointed out that REMAP 2030 could
provide comprehensive country analyses to prospective investors, and that it could also inform assessments
of investment needs for decentralised renewables solutions to improve access to modern energy services in
rural regions. This point was reiterated by several delegations, which stressed that REMAP 2030 could also
become a useful tool for assessing implications for financing, new business models, and investments in
small- and large-scale renewable technology deployment projects within their countries or regions.
53. Several delegations commented on their existing engagement within REMAP 2030 and highlighted the
importance and usefulness of the roadmap. One delegation supported the bottom-up approach used by
REMAP 2030, and emphasised that in order to take into account specific national and regional conditions,
each individual country would require a differentiated yet comparable approach. Furthermore, several
delegations agreed that REMAP 2030 could be used to identify technology priorities, guide global
investment streams, and highlight opportunities for renewables in end-use sectors. Another delegation
suggested that IRENA Members could assist in regional analyses for REMAP 2030.
54. In conclusion, the Director-General stressed the importance of country ownership in REMAP 2030 and
the central role that it could play in partnering with other organisations – including the SE4ALL
constituency – to build a guiding framework for the future of renewables.

Global Renewable Energy Islands Network (GREIN)
55. A representative of the Secretariat provided an update on the Global Renewable Energy Islands
Network (GREIN) which was launched at the Assembly in January 2013 as a global platform to share best
practices among islands and accelerate their renewable energy deployment. He noted that the initiative
welcomes participation by all islands – not only Small Island Developing States (SIDS) but also other island
states, countries with islands, and countries with virtual islands far from power grids. He added that GREIN
also provides an opportunity for donors with an interest in islands to channel their support using GREIN’s
thematically-focused interest clusters, and that GREIN would cooperate with SIDS DOCK and other
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partners through a Global Islands Virtual Knowledge Network (GIV Knowledge Network) to facilitate the
exchange of knowledge and best practices.
56. He reported on two interest clusters launched in March 2013 at the Pacific Energy Summit in Auckland,
New Zealand: roadmaps and grid integration. He noted that the roadmaps cluster would be outlining a
standard ‘GREIN’ roadmap, which would focus on practical renewable energy options and would be
applied on three islands in the upcoming year. He explained that the grid integration cluster could play a
critical role in unlocking renewable power investments on islands, and that already the grid stability
exercise that IRENA conducted in Palau revealed that up to a 30 percent share of renewables generation,
mostly photovoltaic, could be accommodated with little adjustment to grid operation. A third cluster on
tourism, to be launched later in 2013, would focus on opportunities such as solar water heating for showers
and solar absorption chillers for air conditioning that could serve as profitable investments for island hotels
around the globe. He noted that additional clusters were planned on resource assessment, geothermal
energy, waste-to-energy and desalination.
57. H.E. Mariyam Shakeela, Minister of Environment and Energy of the Maldives, invited to speak on the
subject, emphasised the importance of renewable energy for replacing fossil fuels on the islands of the
Maldives, because fossil fuels consume 35 percent of the Maldives’ gross domestic product. She also noted
that 80 percent of diesel imports are used for electricity generation, driving up costs in the key economic
sectors of tourism and fisheries that account for 60 percent of electricity use. The GREIN initiative could
help transform islands from carbon-intensive to low-carbon economies by encouraging renewable options
to displace diesel imports, for example by building local capacities to plan, install and utilise these options
on power grids, as well as by combining cost-effective energy efficiency and renewable energy measures
in hotels. She introduced the ‘Scaling Up Renewable Energy Programme’ (SREP), supported by
multilateral banks on 40 islands, which aims to make the power sector on 10 islands fully renewable. She
reiterated the Maldives’ commitment to transforming its energy sector through investment in renewable
energy technologies and its support for IRENA and GREIN.
58. A representative of SIDS DOCK explained that the SIDS DOCK initiative was formed to help SIDS
face the challenge of costly adaptation to rising sea levels. It aims to restructure the energy mix of SIDS by
2033, to achieve 25 percent improvement in energy efficiency compared to a 2005 baseline, and to achieve
50 percent of power and at least 25 percent of transportation fuel from renewable energy sources. He
informed delegations that SIDS DOCK is working to establish a revolving fund for energy efficiency and
renewable energy investments on islands, and that it intends to work closely with GREIN through the GIV
Knowledge Network.
59. A representative of the Clean Energy Initiative of the Clinton Climate Initiative expressed his support
for IRENA and its mission. He presented key activities undertaken by the Initiative, including the
collaboration with GREIN and SIDS DOCK to accelerate deployment of renewable energy on islands. He
noted that the Clinton Climate Initiative is supporting renewable energy projects that utilise geothermal,
biomass, wind energy, waste-to-energy and renewable desalination technologies on a number of islands.
He emphasised the importance of the Third SIDS Global Conference, to be hosted by Samoa on 1-4
September 2014 with support from the United Nations, as a decisive milestone for GREIN and renewable
energy on islands.
60. Several delegations intervened to express their support for GREIN. Some delegations noted that GREIN
could help islands determine how best to meet their renewable energy targets. Two delegations also
remarked on the importance of sharing credible, up-to-date information for energy planning and forecasting.
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One Member added that the Pacific Islands have sought assistance from development partners to create a
Regional Data Repository for up-to-date information that can be shared pertaining to island energy.

Agenda Item 6: Institutional matters
Report of the Chair of the IRENA/ADFD Advisory Committee
61. At the invitation of the Council, the Chair of the IRENA/ADFD Advisory Committee, Undersecretary
of State Ms. Ilona Antoniszyn-Klik of Poland, reported from the second meeting of the Advisory Committee
(Committee) on 23 June 2013.
62. The Committee Chair informed the Council that the Committee had reviewed the status of the selection
process for the first funding cycle and had discussed recommendations to improve the IRENA/ADFD
project facility. She thanked Committee members, alternates and the Panel of Experts (Experts) for their
involvement, commitment and valuable input. She highlighted their collective efforts in pursuing an open,
transparent and consultative process to improve and implement selection procedures. She informed the
Council that from over 80 project summaries received, 19 were short-listed, of which 16 full project
proposals were submitted for further consideration by the Experts. The process focuses on the selection of
projects that address energy access, are replicable and innovative, are geographically diverse, comprise
various technologies and are in line with government priorities. The recommended projects would then be
provided to the ADFD for final selection. The Committee Chair noted that the election of a new Committee
was scheduled to take place at the next session of the Assembly in January 2014, referring Members to the
deliberations reflected in the Second Assembly report (A/2/SR).
63. The Committee Chair listed the following as main areas of agreement from the Committee meeting:





A report on the first funding cycle would be given at the sixth Council. This is expected to include
reporting on the selection of projects for the first funding cycle.
Outreach to the IRENA membership and a webinar for all potential applicants would be planned to
assist applicants in the second funding cycle.
Proposals for the improvement of ‘Selection procedures for projects applying for funding from the
ADFD’ would be considered by the Committee prior to the sixth Council. The Council would
review the proposal and submit its recommendations to the Assembly at its fourth session.
The second funding cycle is scheduled to open its application phase around the sixth Council.

64. The Council Chair thanked the Committee Chair, noting that the Council looked forward to receiving
an update on the matter at its next meeting. The Council Chair also thanked the host country for making
funding opportunities available through the ADFD. One delegation highlighted its continuous commitment
to working with the Chair and the other members of the Committee. The Director-General expressed his
appreciation to the Committee Chair and underscored the importance of her determination in putting the
selection procedures on a solid foundation, ensuring fairness and transparency throughout the process.
65. The Council took note with appreciation of the Report of the Chair of the IRENA/ADFD Advisory
Committee.
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(a) Audited Financial Statements of IRENA for 2012 (C/5/3; C/5/CRP/7)
66. Introducing the matter, the Director of Administration and Management Services explained that the
financial statements covering the year ending 31 December 2012 have been prepared in accordance with
the International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS) and, after having been audited by the Office
of the Auditor General of Norway, were submitted to the Council for its review and onward transmission
to the Assembly. It further informed the Council that:




The auditors have submitted a positive–unqualified audit opinion, attesting that the financial
statements properly present the financial performance and the financial position of IRENA for
fiscal year 2012;
Information and explanations given within the period in the accounts and accompanying notes were
consistent with the financial statements of IRENA as of 31 December 2012; and
In the auditors’ opinion, in all material respect, expenditure and income for IRENA for fiscal year
2012 have been spent for the purposes intended, and that the financial transactions conform to the
authorities governing them.

67. The Secretariat informed the Council that the 2012 core budget cash surplus amounts to USD
1,277,454.00 and explained that it would be apportioned to Members as of 1 January 2014
68. In her report from the meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee (AFC), Minister Mariyam
Shakeela of the Maldives, who chaired the meeting of the committee, informed the Council that the
Committee welcomed the positive audit opinion and noted its appreciation for the continued compliance
with IPSAS. She highlighted the Committee’s appreciation for the work undertaken by the Office of the
Auditor General of Norway. She noted that, in response to a related question, the Director-General had
explained that the lower budget utilisation under the Policy Advisory and Capacity Building programme
component compared to the approved 2012 budget was mainly due to the early stages in programme
implementation. She noted that the AFC had inquired about the availability of the Management Letter from
the auditors. She informed the Council about the Secretariat’s confirmation that the Management Letter did
not point at any serious weaknesses or shortcomings in the internal controls, and that the Secretariat would
provide a status report to the next Council meeting on audit recommendations and actions taken. She noted
that the Secretariat had also indicated that in case of deficiencies in the internal controls, these would be
brought to the attention of the membership through the report of the external auditor. She noted that the
Director-General agreed to consider the request of some Members that the letter itself be provided to
Members along with the status report on audit recommendations and actions taken. She closed with the
Committee’s recommendation to the Council to take note of the document and to transmit it to the
Assembly.
69. One Member noted that it has become a Member of IRENA on 1 April 2011, at which point it has
become subject to provisions of Article XII of the IRENA Statute on mandatory contributions. That
Member asked that a footnote be inserted in Annex 1 of the Audited Financial Statements of the Agency
for 2012 which relates to that country’s date of membership and its implications on that country’s
mandatory contribution to the Agency’s budget in 2011.
70. The Council took note with appreciation of the ‘Audited Financial Statements of IRENA for 2012’
as contained in document C/5/3, and the interventions at Council, and decided to submit the
document to the Assembly for its consideration at its next session in January 2014.
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(b) Interim Financial Regulations (C/5/4; C/5/CRP/7)
71. In his introduction, the Director of Administration and Management Services recalled that the Assembly
at its third session had approved the introduction of a biennial work programme and budget cycle, effective
2014-2015, and that it had requested the Director-General to submit amended Interim Financial Regulations
(Regulations) reflecting this change to the fourth Assembly for its consideration and adoption. He presented
the proposed changes to Council members. He explained that, besides the changes necessitated by the
introduction of a biennial cycle, additional amendments were proposed in order to align the Regulations to
international best practices and enhance compliance with IPSAS, as well as to reflect Assembly decisions
on specific matters since the Regulations were initially promulgated, in addition to making editorial
corrections. The Secretariat closed by proposing that the approved revised Regulations become effective
1 January 2014.
72. The Chair of the meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee (AFC) informed the Council
that the AFC welcomed the progress made in the development of the Agency’s administrative policies and
processes and that it recognised that there was no longer a need for the Regulations to be labelled ‘Interim’.
She explained that in response to a related question from participants, the Secretariat had clarified that
annual assessments would approximate half of the approved biennium appropriations and that the total
assessment for two years would not exceed the biennium budget approved by the Assembly. She underlined
that participants had generally expressed support for the proposed amendments, with one Member, while
endorsing the amendments in general, asking for additional time to consult internally on Regulations 4.5,
6.2 and 6.4. She closed by noting that the Committee had endorsed the proposed revisions and that it had
recommended that the Council recommend to the Assembly to approve the proposed revisions at its fourth
session, subject to confirmation by one Member of its position on the said regulations.
73. In the ensuing discussion, another Member asked for more time to consult internally on Regulations
4.5, 6.2 and 6.4 and noted that it would communicate any proposed revisions.
74. The Council took note of the ‘Proposed revisions of the Interim Financial Regulations of IRENA’
as contained in document C/5/4 and recommended to the Assembly to approve the proposed revisions
at its fourth session, subject to the confirmation of two Members of their position on Regulations 4.5,
6.2 and 6.4.
75. The Council further requested the Director-General to amend the Financial Procedures
accordingly and report on them to the Council at its sixth session.

(c) Administration of Justice (C/5/5)
76. The Director of Administration and Management Services explained that the third Assembly had
requested the Director-General to submit to the fifth Council meeting, after consultation with the staff
representative body, a list of at least six qualified candidates for inclusion in the Arbitration Panel. He noted
that the names and curricula vitae of candidates were set out in document C/5/5 which has been circulated
to the membership and is available on the ‘Delegates Area’ of the IRENA website and that, in accordance
with Rule 7(3) of the Provisional Arbitration Rules, the Council was invited to consider the proposed
candidates for inclusion in the Arbitration Panel for a renewable term of two years.
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77. The Council took note of the ‘Report of the Director-General on the proposed Membership of the
Arbitration Panel’ as contained in document C/5/5 and approved the list of candidates contained
therein for inclusion in the Arbitration Panel.

(d) Appointment of Ethics Advisory Board members
78. The Council appointed Grenada, the Republic of Korea, and the United States of America as
members of the Ethics Advisory Board.

(e) Appointment of committee members
79. In his introduction to the matter, the Council Chair recalled that IRENA Members, Signatories and
States in Accession have been invited to express their interest in becoming a member of the Administration
and Finance Committee (AFC) or the Programme and Strategy Committee (PSC) and that the Chair of the
fourth meeting of the Council set a deadline of 29 May 2013 for responses. He informed the Council that
within this deadline, thirteen expressions of interest had been received. He noted that Antigua and Barbuda,
Fiji, Germany, the United Arab Emirates and the United States of America had expressed their interest in
becoming members of the AFC, with Antigua and Barbuda offering to assume the position of AFC Chair.
Denmark, Ecuador, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Kiribati, Malaysia, Poland, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines and Sudan have expressed their interest in becoming members of the PSC with Denmark
offering to assume the position of PSC Chair. The Chair noted that additional expressions of interest,
surpassing the number of available seats, were received after the close of the deadline.
80. The Chair recalled that both committees were open to the active participation of all interested Members,
Signatories and States in Accession, regardless of any formal committee membership, and that
communications regarding the activities of both committees as well as invitations to participate in
committee meetings would continue to be transmitted to all those interested. The Chair proposed to accept
the expressions of interest received within the deadline and to take note of, welcome and encourage others
to participate. He called upon both committees to keep all interested countries informed of and involved in
committee activities, regardless of formal membership.
81. One delegation noted the importance of such deadlines being set and communicated clearly and widely
to fully enable all Members to take part in the Agency’s decision-making processes. That delegation
expressed its agreement with the Chair’s statement that all interested countries have the opportunity to
participate equally and in a transparent manner in committee activities. The Chair underlined that the
necessary measures would be taken to ensure that all delegations have clarity on procedural requirements.
82. The Council appointed Antigua and Barbuda, Fiji, Germany, the United Arab Emirates and the
United States of America as members of the Administration and Finance Committee, and elected
Antigua and Barbuda as Chair of the Administration and Finance Committee.
83. The Council further appointed Denmark, Ecuador, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Kiribati,
Malaysia, Poland, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Sudan as members of the Programme and
Strategy Committee, and elected Denmark as Chair of the Programme and Strategy Committee.
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Agenda Item 7: Programmatic discussion II – IRENA-Gateway to renewable energy knowledge
(C/5/CRP/2/Rev.1)
84. The Vice-Chair of the fifth meeting of the Council, Mr. Ramón Méndez of Uruguay, assumed the
chairmanship of the Council.
Institutional Publication
85. A representative of the Secretariat introduced the proposed concept, process, outline and format of
IRENA’s institutional publication, as well as examples of visuals to represent elements of the analysis. She
explained that the publication aims to present sound evidence on the critical importance of renewable
energy, building on the existing literature (from the World Bank, United Nations agencies, the International
Energy Agency and REN21, among others) and offering detailed insights based on some of IRENA’s
programmatic activities (socio-economic benefits of renewable energy, costing, REMAP 2030, cities and
grids, among others). It would also seek to identify potential topics of interest for future programmatic
cycles of the Agency (mini-grids, hybrid solutions, new roles for biomass). She explained that the
publication would articulate clear messages, aiming to dispel some misconceptions related to renewable
energy, and to raise awareness among high-level policy-makers of the costs and benefits of renewable
energy.
86. She further explained that it is envisioned to divide the publication into three main building blocks. The
first would look at the role of renewable energy in the broader context of the economy, environment and
development, providing factual background and conveying the opportunities represented by renewable
energy. The second building block would consider new actors and their roles in changing energy markets,
in particular the changing ownership structure and business models brought on by renewable energy
technologies, and the role of decentralised actions in different types of communities. The last building block
would place renewables in the broader context of infrastructure including transmission, distribution, storage
and smart grids, and would expound on the necessity of considering water and land uses from other sectors
of the economy.
87. Several delegations highlighted the opportunity represented by the institutional publication to build a
robust knowledge framework for the Agency, establishing IRENA as a trusted source of renewable energy
information and data. Many delegations expressed strong support for the first edition of the publication to
be completed by the next Assembly. Some delegations stressed that it would take time for the publication
to build its reputation and authoritativeness, and that continued support from Members was needed during
the establishment stage. They noted that in-depth analysis of emerging topics and specific regions would
add value and differentiate it from existing energy publications. Delegations agreed on the importance of
looking at the experience of other institutional publications. One delegation underlined the importance of
not overloading the publication with too many topics, but rather preparing the publication in a manner that
reflects the topics on which IRENA speaks with authority. Another delegation suggested that special
attention be given to highlighting the identity and specificity of IRENA, based on its flagship activities such
as the Global Atlas and REMAP 2030, among others. Several delegations recommended that IRENA
develop a number of specific key messages applicable to a broad audience, to position itself with respect to
other international organisations. Many delegations supported an approach that considers renewable energy
in the broader context of other energy sources, and endorsed a cross-cutting approach examining
implications for infrastructure, linkages with energy efficiency, and the nexus between food, land and water.
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88. One delegation stressed the important role of the publication in debunking the myths surrounding
renewable energy and fostering a common understanding of renewable energy across generations, noting
that renewable energy technologies would trigger a paradigm shift, in particular for the power sector.
Further to this point, one delegation agreed that it was important for the publication to target a wider
audience outside the renewable energy community. Finally, some delegations expressed the wish to have
an opportunity to provide comments before the official launch of the publication.
89. The Director-General thanked Japan and the UAE for their voluntary contributions towards the
institutional publication. He stressed the need to institutionalise the publication by creating a more dedicated
structure within IRENA. He noted that the Secretariat would invite Members to consult on the development
of IRENA’s first institutional publication, to be launched at the fourth session of the Assembly in January
2014. Regarding the communication and dissemination of the publication’s key messages, he recognised
the importance of reaching out through an appropriate communication campaign to the broader voting
public, which would play a critical role in the future of renewable energy.

Communications and outreach
90. The Director-General introduced the programmatic discussion on communications and outreach by
highlighting the Agency’s efforts over the past two years to create awareness of IRENA’s work and of
renewable energy issues worldwide. He noted that the Agency has been focusing on developing substantive
products and messages, and that the Agency has progressed in establishing itself as the authoritative voice
for renewable energy issues. He highlighted the timeliness of this discussion and the importance of
exchanging views with IRENA Members and stakeholders such as the Renewable Energy Policy Network
for the 21st Century (REN21). He went on to explain that the synergies among different renewable energy
actors need to be explored to develop communication alliances and to establish joint advocacy initiatives
for renewable energy. The Director-General concluded that in order to achieve the desired global impact
for IRENA’s communications and outreach, greater Member collaboration and additional resources would
be required, which would in part be used to enhance the communications division’s human resources. He
also expressed gratitude to the Agency’s host-country for providing resources to strengthen IRENA’s
communications through the ‘Voice of Renewables’ project.
91. A representative of REN21 presented an overview of REN21’s communication and outreach efforts.
She stressed the importance for the REN21 Secretariat to collaborate with REN21 members, as well as
other networks and stakeholders to ensure consistency, successful products and effective communications
activities. She used the international launch of the ‘Renewables Global Status Report’ and the joint launch
of the ‘MENA Renewables Status Report’, in collaboration with IRENA and the UAE, as examples of
successful communications and outreach. She then discussed the importance of utilising a variety of
innovative communications channels, given available resources, such as virtual press conferences, webinars
and social media. She also noted that an important part of communications strategies is identifying target
audiences and producing clearly-defined and consistent messaging. She also suggested that constituents
could be involved in the framing of these messages to broaden the public appeal and increase the social
acceptance of organisational messages, as well as ensure their relevance in national contexts. As a closing
remark, she highlighted that investing in communications and outreach would yield fast and effective
results, whose impact would be easy to evaluate if progress and outputs are monitored.
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92. In the discussion that followed, delegations emphasised the central importance of communication
among the Secretariat, Members and other stakeholders in order to exchange data, to collaborate effectively,
to publicise key Agency messages and to promote awareness among a wider audience.
93. Regarding communication between the Secretariat and the membership, some delegations expressed
their belief that communications could be a joint effort by the Secretariat in cooperation with Members, and
that there was a role for focal point involvement, especially in making connections with experts and existing
networks. Some delegations intervened with proposals on areas for improvement, including a more timely
distribution of updated information from the Secretariat – including through a renewable energy and
IRENA events calendar – so that Members stay informed of current projects in a way that enables full
participation and knowledge exchange.
94. Several delegations agreed on the importance of enhancing resources for communications, including by
creating additional institutionalised capacities in the Secretariat, to accommodate growing demands for
additional volume and variety of communication activities. Some delegations emphasised that substance
matters, noting the importance of using concrete data and statistics produced by IRENA to bolster Agency
messages.
95. A delegation noted that, in addition to the Secretariat’s communication with its Members and focal
points, there are three layers of communications to consider: political communication, communication with
energy experts, and dissemination of IRENA’s message to the general public. Delegations commented on
the need to target publications to each of these groups, and to consider the intended audience in deciding
how and where certain publications are launched. In this respect, some delegations underlined the necessity
for IRENA to extend its message to a broader audience outside of the renewable energy community. Other
delegations emphasised the importance of using existing communication networks to reach this broader
audience.
96. One delegation welcomed the incorporation of communications and outreach in more detail in the Work
Programme, noting that this would be a way to ensure that specific goals are met and that this topic is
discussed in concrete terms and not just in an abstract way. Finally, one delegation suggested declaring an
international Renewable Energy Day to engage with the wider public.
97. The Director-General thanked delegations for their insights and underlined the importance attached to
enhancing the Agency’s communications capabilities. He noted that progress on communications and
outreach would be shared with Members at the Assembly in January 2014.

Agenda Item 8: Programmatic discussion III – Potentials for investment and implementation
(C/5/CRP/3)
Africa Clean Energy Corridor
98. The Director of IRENA’s Country Support and Partnerships Division (CSP) reported on the
development of the Africa Clean Energy Corridor initiative, which aims to accelerate the deployment of
renewable power options in Africa. The initiative will initially focus on the region covered by the Eastern
Africa Power Pool (EAPP) and Southern African Power Pool (SAPP), extending from Egypt to South
Africa. Since 80 percent of electricity generated in SAPP is from coal and 80 percent of electricity generated
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in EAPP is from a mix of gas and oil, there would be ample opportunity for hydro, geothermal, biomass,
wind and solar power flowing along such a corridor to reduce fossil fuel use and power plant operating
costs. She explained that demand for electricity is on pace to double in SAPP and quadruple in EAPP within
25 years, and that the opportunity for renewable power options therefore is growing.
99. The Director then reported on the Executive Strategy Workshop that was organised by IRENA on 2223 June 2013 prior to the Council. At the workshop, representatives of regional bodies, power pools,
utilities, independent power producers, ministries, financial institutions and development partners discussed
ways to increase the renewables share of electricity generation in Africa. It was decided that more
coordinated planning of generation and transmission infrastructure would help the region take advantage
of cost-effective renewable power options. In addition, renewable power development zones could be
identified, based on IRENA’s Global Atlas for renewable energy potentials, to allow for investment in highvolume, low-unit-cost transmission lines that would link major renewable power resources with major load
centres. More open markets could accelerate the introduction of renewables generation by independent
power producers. In addition, loan guarantees and other risk-reduction measures could reduce the cost of
power plant financing. She closed by announcing the preparation of an action agenda, which would be
based on discussions at the workshop, for consideration by a meeting of African energy Ministers around
IRENA’s fourth Assembly in January 2014.
100. A representative of the Regional Electricity Regulators Association of Southern Africa (RERA), noted
the African paradox of abundant energy resources and widespread energy poverty. He pointed out that
technology improvements are reducing the costs of renewable power technologies while fossil fuel costs
are rising, and that renewables generation has thus reached grid parity in a number of countries. He asserted
that renewable energy in Africa makes business sense now and would make even greater business sense in
the future. He added that IRENA could play a significant role in assessing the extent to which national
energy systems can integrate renewable energy. He remarked that it is also necessary to pursue policies that
reduce risks for renewable energy business, to implement regulations that allow cost recovery, and to design
cost-reflective tariffs so renewables could compete on a level plane with other types of energy. He suggested
that IRENA could help utilities integrate cost-effective renewable energy into their grids and with capacitybuilding and information-sharing on best practices.
101. A representative of the Kenya Transmission Company (KETRACO) commended the workshop for
dealing with important issues and expressed support for the Africa Clean Energy Corridor. He stressed that
renewable energy is vital to daily life in East Africa, especially hydropower and more recently geothermal.
By working to help connect Africa’s power pools, he asserted, IRENA could help provide electricity to
some of the five out of six people in Eastern and Southern Africa who still lack access.
102. In the ensuing discussion, several delegations commended the Africa Clean Energy Corridor initiative
as a means for ensuring energy security and providing access to clean energy, especially for isolated
communities. One delegation highlighted the importance of identifying gaps where IRENA could make a
difference, and of designing an initiative to encourage both large hydro schemes and smaller-scale
renewable power developments. Some delegations suggested that the initiative could be extended to the
West African Power Pool (WAPP).
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Follow-up to the ‘International Off-Grid Renewable Energy Conference’
103. The Director of IRENA’s Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre (KPFC) presented the key findings
from the first International Off-grid Renewable Energy Conference (IOREC) and the publication ‘IOREC
2012: Key Findings and Recommendations’. He stressed that traditional approaches to grid extension alone
would not suffice to meet the target of universal electricity access by 2030, and that off-grid renewable
energy technologies are reliable and increasingly cost-competitive. He noted the presence of several
successful business models and stressed the need for dialogue between different stakeholders in an effort
to sufficiently scale up deployment of these technologies. He emphasised that IOREC could provide a
platform for connecting practitioners, investors and the public sector.
104. For the biennial Work Programme 2014-15, he proposed establishing IOREC as a flagship conference
to be held biennially, with the next conference to be hosted in 2014 in collaboration with the Alliance for
Rural Electrification. He also proposed initiating systematic engagement with rural electrification agencies
to facilitate cross-regional exchange of best practices, as well as a practitioner advisory group for supporting
IRENA’s off-grid related activities.
105. A representative of SELCO-India stressed the need to find effective solutions to inadequate progress
achieved thus far in extending electricity access globally. He highlighted that decentralised energy is the
most sensible choice from a social, financial and environmental perspective, since it provides the unique
opportunity to promote both social equality and job creation. He added that the social cost of not providing
electricity access would have immense implications for future generations. He emphasised that IRENA has
a niche position, unlike any other multilateral institution, to act as a bridge between successful processes.
IRENA could act as a centre for best practices and practical solutions derived from global successes and
failures. He noted that IOREC, as a platform, would be critical in fulfilling this role.
106. Several delegations commended IRENA’s initiative in organising IOREC and highlighted that the
conference was well-conceptualised with good outreach, and served its mandate to promote dialogue
between different stakeholders involved in rural electrification. One delegation stated that such activities
should be supported and extended to other regions where electricity access challenges exist. Another
delegation highlighted the importance of mini-grid deployment in South Asia and Southeast Asia. Interest
in hosting future IOREC meetings was expressed by several delegations.
107. Several delegations recognised the important role of off-grid solutions in rural electrification efforts.
One delegation noted that widespread telecommunication infrastructure and mobile devices are adding to
the urgency of extending electricity access in rural areas, and that there is a need to develop an appropriate
business case for private sector investment in off-grid renewable energy projects. Referring to domestic
experience, one delegation highlighted the remarkable economic benefits of integrating renewable energy
into existing fossil-fuel based installations. Other delegations emphasised the need for reliable information
on the relative costs and benefits of renewable energy technologies in order to enable governments and
investors to accurately assess technologies and support structures.
108. Several delegations noted the important role that IRENA could play in better aligning activities
between different actors working on off-grid renewable energy, as well as in supporting the development
of appropriate environments for attracting private investment in the sector. Delegations emphasised the
importance of IRENA’s role in supporting capacity-building activities in developing countries, which is
critical to sustainable off-grid renewable energy deployment models. Delegations expressed satisfaction
with the action agenda proposed for following up on the conference.
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109. In closing, IRENA’s Director-General stressed the importance of extending universal electricity
access as a means of achieving equity, empowerment and development. He also stressed the need for an
environment in which entrepreneurs could thrive and off-grid solutions could be deployed. He emphasised
the need to promote ownership among rural communities by identifying adequate policy frameworks,
funding solutions and empowerment mechanisms. The Director-General encouraged Members to work with
the Secretariat to develop the next stages of the initiative.

IRENA Renewable Costing Alliance
110. A representative of the Secretariat presented the rationale for IRENA’s costing analysis work,
emphasising that reliable information on the relative costs and benefits of the available renewable energy
technologies is crucial for enabling governments and investors to accurately assess appropriate technologies
and support levels for their particular circumstances. He noted that IRENA’s costing analysis forms an
important part of making the business case for renewables, by demonstrating through data that renewable
energy is reliable and increasingly affordable, and that it contributes to improved electricity access,
promotes development and reduces energy price volatility.
111. He noted that the analysis of 8000 renewable power generation projects released at the Assembly in
January 2013 has received considerable attention and will be followed by reports on the transport sector
and stationary applications.
112. He also remarked that the IRENA Renewable Costing Alliance (Alliance) is an important part of the
Agency’s outreach, particularly to the business sector, because it would bring together governments,
companies, industry associations and researchers in order to share, confidentially, their data for real world
renewables projects with IRENA for the mutual benefit of Alliance members. He also underscored that the
analysis to date has been achieved by collecting data from easily-aggregated sources. However, gathering
additional and more detailed data would take focus away from IRENA’s analysis work going forward, and
thus the Alliance would rely on organisations to provide their data in a systematic way.
113. In this respect, the Alliance would have three membership tiers: 1) Member countries will be invited
to work closely with the Secretariat through a steering group for costing analysis, with an annual workshop
to discuss the work, and to nominate a domestic organisation to deliver data; 2) businesses and other
organisations will provide data, confidentially, to IRENA and will be able to query the database; and 3)
observers will be able to follow the work of the Alliance.
114. He explained that the structure, operational details and confidentiality protocol for the Alliance is
being finalised based on feedback received from an expert meeting on 19 June 2013 in Bonn, Germany.
Once this is completed, IRENA would contact organisations that have already expressed an interest in the
work of the Alliance, with the goal of officially launching the Alliance at the Assembly in January 2014.
115. A representative of the United Arab Emirates, invited to speak on the subject, expressed the country’s
appreciation and support for the Alliance, noting that the costing of renewable energy technologies is crucial
in developing renewable energy projects. He pointed out that once governments realise the importance of
deploying renewable energy, setting policy levels requires concrete data, and that this is the gap the Alliance
could fill. The delegation remarked further that, as a local and international investor in renewable energy,
it appreciates both the difficulty of accessing accurate data with regard to costing, as well as the value of
this data in helping countries take the next steps in renewable energy projects. That delegation closed by
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emphasising the importance of confidentiality, which would encourage companies to participate, and urged
IRENA Members to become actively involved in the Alliance by providing data.
116. In the discussion that followed, one delegation intervened to stress the Alliance’s role as one of
IRENA’s flagship projects and highlighted its potential for future growth. This delegation also noted that
the graphics and spreadsheets developed, especially with regard to costing spreads for different regions,
could be an interesting tool and starting point for a debate on the reasons for these differences and for
discussions on cost reduction.

Agenda Item 9: Programmatic discussion IV – Emerging opportunities in renewable energy
applications (C/5/CRP/4)
Renewable energy and refugees
117. A representative of the IRENA Secretariat introduced the topic with a discussion of how examining
renewable energy options in refugee camps aligns with IRENA’s mandate, noting that refugees are
especially affected by energy scarcity and the lack of energy security, and that their quality of life and basic
safety could be dramatically improved by renewable energy options. He emphasised that, although IRENA
was not an implementing agency, there is a role for it to play as a source of energy expertise and to connect
relevant organisations to find solutions to the challenges identified. He noted that IRENA’s involvement in
energy solutions in refugee camps would also enhance awareness of the Agency, its work, and renewable
energy.
118. He then provided some initial observations that emerged out of a mission to a pilot location in Dollo
Ado, Ethiopia, on 3-6 June 2013 – conducted jointly by IRENA and Masdar, in collaboration with the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – which identified several issues. These
included: 1) limited natural resources, especially firewood, accelerating local environmental degradation
and creating security concerns; 2) limited access to energy for refrigeration of vaccines and other
medications, lights for schools and other public areas, and streetlights for safety/visibility; and 3) other
sustainability issues such as considerations of equity between the camps and concurrent enhancements for
local Ethiopian populations.
119. Another representative of the Secretariat then provided an initial assessment of renewable energy
options in the immediate, medium, and long term. These options include possibilities for renewably-sourced
electric power (solar, wind, hydro) for public institutions, household lighting and water pumping, among
others under discussion.
120. A representative of UNHCR then reflected that energy challenges are exponentially more difficult
when a displaced population is affected. He noted this as an issue of utmost urgency, especially regarding
four challenges: providing appropriate technologies, providing appropriate fuel, securing funding, and
considering the development needs of host communities. He concluded by stressing that UNHCR places
high value on cooperation with IRENA, and that this project would enhance the lives of refugees by
bridging the gap between immediate solutions and longer-term sustainability.
121. In the discussion that followed, several delegations congratulated IRENA for taking initial steps in
addressing this issue, noting their strong commitment to humanitarian objectives and alleviating the dangers
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that refugees face. They emphasised that this project showed the human side of IRENA’s work, and that
the Agency should continue to foster these linkages. Some delegations, after expressing support for
IRENA’s involvement in this project, advised caution with regard to the Agency’s limited resources and
competing activities. These delegations called for further details to assure an appropriate scope for the
Agency’s involvement, including an outline for a partnership that would allow IRENA to share its expertise,
and that would define the resources needed from Members.

Renewable energy and food security
122. IRENA’s Deputy Director-General highlighted the significant number of people across the globe
suffering from malnutrition. He noted that the global food crisis is not due to lack of food but rather due to
inequitable distribution and considerable losses along its value chain. He explained that in developing
countries, substantial food losses (up to 50 percent) occur along the post-harvest stages of processing,
storage and transport and that food drying is an effective food preservation method which could be
performed using modern solar or geothermal energy technologies. He noted that fish drying in Iceland is a
leading example where geothermal energy has been used to dry almost all edible parts of the fish, resulting
in reduced losses, more productivity and improved livelihoods. In comparison to traditional open sun
drying, modern drying technologies using renewable energy could considerably reduce contamination and
rotting while improving quality and price.
123. He informed delegations that a consortium of IRENA, Masdar, the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and UNDP’s Istanbul International Center for Private Sector in Development
(IICPSD) is considering a project to demonstrate the viability of such technologies in several markets to
enable rapid scale-up. Several donors have indicated their interest in supporting the initiative, with other
commitments already received.
124. A representative of Iceland, invited to speak on this subject, explained the Icelandic fish drying model,
which has achieved considerable reduction in food losses by drying fish using geothermal energy. Iceland,
having gained extensive expertise in food drying, is willing to facilitate technology transfer and capacity
building through IRENA’s initiative.
125. Two delegations expressed support for this initiative and emphasised the significance of the global
food crisis and the need to reduce food losses to enhance food security.

Water-energy-land nexus
126. A representative of the Secretariat opened the discussion by defining the ‘nexus’ and underlining the
high level of interconnectedness between water, energy and food resources, all vital components of a
sustainable economy. She highlighted that external factors such as demographic growth, consumption
patterns, rapid urbanisation and climate change are imposing strains on specific elements of the nexus,
which have wide-reaching impacts on the viability of other elements, resulting in competition for resources.
She noted that a compelling case exists to adopt a nexus approach to policy formulation, in which renewable
energy would be central to any solution that aims to achieve green growth. Renewable energy presents
significant and expanding opportunities, but there is a need to better understand its role and to provide
policy-makers with methodologies to assess its impacts.
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127. A representative of the Qatar Environment and Energy Research Institute (QEERI) highlighted that
by 2030, global water requirements would increase by 40 percent, mostly to meet food demand which is
expected to grow by 50 percent. Additionally, the energy infrastructure would need to provide 40 percent
new power generation. He explained that the high level of interconnectedness between water, energy and
food resources requires a complex, multi-sector, multi-level approach in policy formulation and planning.
He highlighted the need for analytical methodologies that could quantitatively assess this
interconnectedness, provide an indication of trade-offs and the resource footprint of specific development
targets. The absence of such tools, he stated, could represent a threat to socio-economic sustainability and
resilience. He noted that IRENA could contribute to studying renewable energy’s role in improving water,
energy and food security, and to developing an empirical tool to estimate the impact of renewable energy
on the nexus.
128. A representative of the UAE, invited to speak on the subject, highlighted that the water-energy-food
nexus is emerging as a priority for the UAE and the region in general. Low rainfall has led to extreme water
scarcity and the need for water desalination to meet demand. Over 70 percent of the food in the UAE is
imported, yet agriculture continues to account for over 60 percent of domestic water consumption. The
UAE’s population has tripled over the last 15 years, and energy demand continues to grow. He highlighted
the importance of regulation, alternative technologies and knowledge dissemination in paving the way to
sustainability. The UAE commended IRENA for considering renewable energy in the broader framework
of the water-energy-food nexus, and highlighted that the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week in January 2014
would be an appropriate platform to further discuss the nexus.
129. A representative of Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) noted that the
nexus discussion has expanded substantively and geographically since the 2011 Bonn Conference and is
now being viewed at the local, national and global levels. He presented GIZ’s ongoing activities in this
respect, including a more systematic approach to projects within the development portfolio. In this context,
GIZ has initiated work with 10 countries in the ASEAN region to help city and municipal planning systems
consider a nexus approach. He suggested that IRENA engage with the ‘High Impact Opportunity’ group
on nexus in the SE4ALL initiative, which focuses on concrete approaches to project implementation from
a nexus perspective and highlights best practices. He indicated that possible linkages could also be
identified with IRENA’s ongoing cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization.
130. Several delegations commended IRENA’s efforts in initiating discussions on this important and
challenging issue. Several delegations expressed hope that the tool developed through IRENA’s ongoing
work will support national development planning that takes into consideration the nexus approach. One
delegation stated that the nexus should continue to be an important part of future Council discussions.
Several delegations mentioned that IRENA could provide a platform to facilitate sharing of country
experiences, as well as disseminate knowledge on the benefits of renewable energy in the nexus. One
delegation highlighted that improved synergies between IRENA activities and other stakeholders involved
in the nexus discussion will be crucial. Several delegations stressed upon the need for expanding the nexus
discussion to address both local and global nexus-related challenges.
131. Other delegations stated that nexus considerations were central to their planning and decision-making
efforts, as listed examples promoting interactions between different government entities, adopting measures
to promote water sustainability without relying on energy intensive desalination. One delegation
highlighted the challenges it faces regarding food and energy security and stressed the need for developing
national plans that use a scientific and quantitative approach and that take into consideration the
interdependencies between resources as well as existing resource constraints.

24

C/5/SR/1

Council Report, 24 – 25 June 2013

132. The Director-General emphasised that in a resource-constrained world, it is vital to identify approaches
to decision-making that take into account resource trade-offs. The Director-General stated that IRENA’s
work will focus on renewable energy’s role in the nexus, considering the significant resource potential and
declining costs of renewables. He closed by noting that IRENA’s nexus initiative would bring together
partners in an effort to create an information base that takes into consideration the three nexus elements to
develop sustainable solutions.

Agenda Item 10: Arrangements for the sixth meeting of the Council
133. The Council designated Germany Chair, and Uruguay Vice-Chair of the sixth meeting of the
Council, and decided to hold its sixth meeting on 10 and 11 December 2013.

Agenda Item 11: Any other business
134. No issue was raised under this agenda item.

Agenda Item 12: Closing of the meeting
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Agenda of the fifth meeting of the Council
of the International Renewable Energy Agency

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Organisation of work
a. Election of officials
b. Adoption of the agenda
3. Progress report: Implementation of the 2013 Work Programme

4. Preliminary Framework for the Work Programme and Budget 2014-2015

5. Programmatic discussion I – IRENA as the Global Hub for renewable energy


Renewable energy hub for Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL)



REMAP 2030



Global Renewable Energy Islands Network (GREIN)

6. Institutional matters
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
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Audited Financial Statements of IRENA for 2012
Interim Financial Regulations
Administration of Justice
Appointment of Ethics Advisory Board members
Appointment of committee members
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7. Programmatic discussion II – IRENA - Gateway to renewable energy knowledge


Institutional Publication



Communications and outreach

8. Programmatic discussion III – Potentials for investment and implementation


Africa Clean Energy Corridor



Follow-up to the ‘International Off-Grid Renewable Energy Conference’



IRENA Renewable Costing Alliance

9. Programmatic discussion IV – Emerging opportunities in renewable energy
applications


Renewable energy and refugees



Renewable energy and food security



Water-energy-land nexus

10. Arrangements for the sixth meeting of the Council

11. Any other business

12. Closing of the meeting
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Fifth meeting of the Council of IRENA
24 – 25 June 2013, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

24 June 2013

Chair’s Summary of the Outcome of the
Programme and Strategy Committee Meeting

Context: Pursuant to decision A/1/DC/10/Rev.1, the Programme and Strategy Committee met to
review and provide recommendations to the Council on the progress in implementing the Work
Programme and Budget 2013 (C/5/CRP/5), and in discussing the Preliminary Framework for the
Work Programme and Budget 2014-2015 (C/5/2).
Objective: The main objective of this meeting was to review the progress in implementing the
Work Programme and Budget 2013, and priority themes for the Council’s consideration in its
deliberation on the Preliminary Framework for the Work Programme and Budget 2014-2015.
Outcome: A set of views and comments captured by the Chair in his summary below to be
presented to the Council at its meeting on 24 June 2013.

The following views and comments were made by participants.
1. Work Programme and Budget 2013 (WPB2013)

36



Welcome progress made by IRENA since its establishment, as well as in the implementation of the
Work Programme Budget 2013.



Welcome the increased number of activities directly related to meeting countries needs in response
to their requests.



Support IRENA’s effective engagement with partners to ensure maximum value added and avoid
duplication.



Recognize efforts made by the Secretariat on communication and outreach, and stress the need for
further enhancement.



Encourage the Secretariat to engage collaboratively with Members to communicate IRENA’s work.



Encourage the assessment of impact of IRENA’s programmatic activities.
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2. Preliminary Framework for Work-Programme and Budget for 2014-2015


Welcome collaboration with regions and encourage the geographical expansion of the regional
work. Specifically, regional activities should be expanded in the Latin American and the Caribbean
region and Asia.



Encourage sub-regional work to provide tailor-made support and solutions for countries, including
renewable energy status reports and regional seminars in cooperation with regional organizations.



Continue to engage with stakeholders and partners to ensure synergy and complementarity with
other activities.



Propose activities that countries could support with additional voluntary contributions.



Continue to engage in activities that promote links to the use of renewables to broader development
goals.

2.1 Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre (KPFC)


Welcome the activities in addressing the critical issues around policy design, socio-economic and
environmental impacts of renewable energy deployment.



Welcome the plans to continue the work on rural energy, including on financial models around
mini-grids.



Create a hub for exchange of best practice and policy implementation to support the creation of an
enabling environment.



Encourage engagement with multilateral and regional financial institutions, as well as the private
sector, to stimulate investment.

2.2 IRENA Innovation and Technology Centre (IITC)


Welcome the plans for the development of end-use sector roadmaps within REMAP as an important
part of IRENA’s engagement with developed and emerging economies.



Encourage the countries to contribute to the development of REMAP and in supporting the Costing
Alliance.



Welcome the proposed work for energy storage and grids, standards, costing, and energy planning.



Recommend that additional work be done on specific technology issues around transport solutions,
marine technologies and desalination.
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2.3 Country Support and Partnerships
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Welcome the work on islands and encourage GREIN to initiate additional clusters, tourism in
particular.



Invite IRENA to contribute to regional, intra-regional and global initiatives, including by
supporting the SE4ALL efforts and the SIDS Global Conference in Samoa in 2014.



Facilitate exchange of experiences and cross-pollination between countries and regions.



Encourage further work in regions, including the Americas, Asia and Eastern Europe.



Promote the work of KPFC and IITC through the development of projects on the ground.
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Fifth meeting of the Council of IRENA
24 – 25 June 2013, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

24 June 2013

Chair’s Summary of the Outcome of the
Administration and Finance Committee Meeting

The following comments and recommendations were made at the Administration and Finance Committee
(AFC) meeting held on 23 June 2013:

1. Audited Financial Statements of IRENA for 2012







The AFC welcomed the positive audit opinion on the Financial Statements of IRENA for 2012 and
noted its appreciation for the Agency’s continued compliance with the International Public Sector
Accounting Standards (IPSAS).
Inquiry was made on the lower budget utilisation under the Policy Advisory and Capacity Building
programme component compared to the approved 2012 budget. The Director-General explained that
this was mainly due to the early stages in programme implementation which had necessitated a longer
phasing-in period for certain activities in order to maximise their impact.
The AFC expressed appreciation for the work undertaken by the Office of the Auditor General of
Norway.
The AFC recommended that the Council take note of the Audited Financial Statements of IRENA for
2012 and recommend its onward transmission to the Assembly.

2. Proposed revisions to the Interim Financial Regulations of IRENA




The AFC welcomed the progress made in the development of the Agency’s administrative policies and
processes. It recognised that there is no longer a need for the financial regulations to be labelled
“Interim”.
With respect to the proposed amendment to Regulation 6.2, a query was raised on how contributions
for each year would be assessed in relation to the overall approved biennial appropriations, and
confirmation was sought that it would not result in exceeding the approved biennium budget. The
Secretariat clarified that annual assessments would approximate half of the approved biennium
appropriations, considering any adjustments required for uneven implementation of multi-year projects
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during the two years of the biennium, and also confirmed that the total assessment for the two years
will not exceed the biennium budget approved by the Assembly.
Members generally expressed support for the proposed amendments. One Member, while endorsing
the amendments in general, commented that its delegation required more time to consult internally on
Regulations 4.5, 6.2 and 6.4 and would respond to the AFC in case it has any proposed revisions.
The AFC endorsed the proposed revisions of the Interim Financial Regulations and recommended that
the Council agree to recommend to the Assembly to approve the proposed revisions to the Interim
Financial Regulations of IRENA, at its fourth session, subject to confirmation by one Member of its
position on the said regulations.

3. Any other business
External audit Management Letter
 The AFC inquired about the availability of the Management Letter from the Auditors on the Financial
Statements of IRENA for 2012. The Secretariat confirmed that the Management Letter indicates that
the Auditors do not have any overall findings pointing to serious weaknesses or shortcomings in the
internal controls. The Secretariat confirmed that it would provide a status report on audit
recommendations at the next Council meeting, including recommendations and actions taken by the
Secretariat.
 The Secretariat stressed that serious deficiencies in the internal controls would be brought to the
attention of the membership through the report of the external auditor.
 The Director-General agreed to consider the request of some Members that the letter itself be provided
to Members along with the status report on audit recommendations and actions taken.
Staff entitlements for the host country nationals
 The Host Country requested that the issue of providing entitlements and benefits, such as housing and
education grants, to its nationals at the level applicable to the internationally-recruited IRENA staff
should be considered in future AFC discussions.
 The AFC encouraged efforts to ensure diversity and high competence in staff recruitment.
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